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GORDON BERGESLON
11947 BEATRICE STREET
CULVER CITY, CA 90230

December 24, 2003 Sﬁ 07-23

TO: MS MARTHA DIXON
FEDERAL ELECTION COMISSDION

FR: GORDON BERGELSON
RE: LAIDLAW AND OTHERS /MMR 53175

IN ADDITION TO MY PENDING COMPLAINT WITH YOUR AGENCY LAIDLAW
IS ALLEGED TO HAVE PAID OFF THE CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL TO
PASS SUBSTANDARD DRIVERS TO OPERATE MULTIPASSAENGER SCHOOL BUSES
IN CALIOFORNIA.

{
PLEASE ATTACH THE FOLLOWING TO MY FILE. ’

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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CHP Accused Of Accepting Pay-Offs — From LA10¢

Bus Drivers May Be Passing Test With Cash

POSTED: 6:02 p.m. PST December 9, 2003
UPDATED: 7°27 p.m. PST December 9, 2003

LOS ANGELES - The Califorma Highway Patrol is under investigation following allegations of
cash pay-offs to CHP officers by persons applying to drive school buses.

The head of the CHP calls the charges "disturbing," and confirmed
that a team from his agency's internal affairs divislon Is launching an
investigation that could involve thousands of school bus drivers in
California.

FeedRoom

According to NBC4's internal sources, and the CHP, investigators are

looking at four offices: East Los Angeles, South Los Angeles, West

Ic.;?s l;ng')eles, and the southern division headquarters located in
endale.

A pd Bus Drivers Pay-
Off CHP?

' NBC4 FeedRoom  But the CHP will not confirm reports that four officers in charge of

bus driver applications have been placed on administrative leave
pending the outcome of this investigation.

Laidlaw Buses, the nation's largest school bus company, is at the center of the controversy
following allegations brought forth by bus drivers about pay-offs in exchange for the right to
drive a school bus.

Bus driver applicants are required to [earn the matenal in a CHP safety handbook and to pass a
mandatory test afterwards. The probe is to find out whether some CHP officers gave drivers
who did not meet the requirements licenses anyway in exchange for money.

i on Tuesday told NBC4: “Allegations were made, but we are not at liberty to talk about
them. We did as much as we could, then went to the CHP ... In any allegations of wrongdoing,
we investigate and make sure they go forward.”

idiaw employs 600 drivers In the L.A. basin alone -- 500 of them drive buses for the Los
Angeles Unified School District.

NBC4 has confirmed that all CHP bus driver applications in Los Angeles for at least the past
year or more will have to be reviewed and then the investigation will go statewide.

Spike Helmick, Commissioner of the California Highway Patrol calls the charges some of the
most disturbing allegations he's faced in his 35 years in law enforcement, which is why he's
dispatched the first part of a 30- to 35-person internal affairs team that plans to stay in L.A.
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until the investigation is com.e. ‘

" Copyright 2003 by NBC4.tv. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.

‘ITS CALLED CHIEAGD'S

RIVER THORTH DISTRICT.

LY (2 EMAIL THIS STORY | 5 PRINT THIS STORY

freae
My '
]
~1 NBC4.tv At A Glance
i NEWS SPORTS
g Wet Wednesday For Southland Judge Rejects Bld To Seal Evidence Filings In
o Sjodin Family 'Outraged' By Sheriff's Bryant Case
Comment
W Cam a:“n Finance Reforms Upheld ENTERTAINMENT
™ pailg P No Charges Against Christian Slater’s Wife In
Vegas Scuffle
MONEY

Dow Industrials Edge Righer

. HEALTH
7-Year-Old Dies After Contracting Fiu

TECHNOLOGY

Handhelds Do More Than Just Keep Contacts,
Appointments

© 2003, Internet Broadcasting Systems, Inc.
Click here for the privacy policy, terms of use.
Click here for advertising information.

Site Map

01:45PM P4

- gy -

© shop now

1AIIN/S



(£
[, %
ity
il
']
|
)
=
C)
iy
™)

FROM :

F AX ND 3185743022

12/75]6 2 + Péc g

C 1P Probes
School Bus.
L1cens1ng

. 8!

onahp,oﬂic:a]s

?‘~|

baas.tmcrmhasyewoun-

rw

N S VRIS B
.|g\\l' s, S x%

,égacnm;& "'ghe(hh-
fornia Highway Patrol is irvestt-
gafing whether éne or more off-
uﬁuﬂiﬁedschoolbusdhvemg
{hié. Los An‘gﬂesnm. oﬂuﬂs

e Comissioner DO, 1

~"Sjnke“ﬂelrmck said two dozen
from Sacramento

mpdwnt orpmoﬂealdnving
tests’or should hdve been’ dis-

q\ghﬁadmuqetheyhadcmm

wtpgﬂms began mew
mghe_eimennumxasmrdﬁv-
ers at Laidlaw Education Serv-
.wenoﬂeneoelvlngaﬁp.ﬂehnlck
s bus serv-

< T V¥The que.ﬂmnhwe,l'eazw

ﬁﬂwi':'wutthnénoteexﬂﬂedto

{" liéﬁ‘s% e dm’-w'hssiwe&‘m the .
cm’sswt.nusmgebsomee
g mnegupm:omdmnm

“%lgave 8 the investigetion, &
¢ which started about a month
¢+ 989 Al the tipster alleged
%‘ff waetnhnglgdek

..g‘vq—

——
- -

L]

i cover evidence of suck :pay-

woman Stephanie Brady said
dxstﬁctoﬂcialswexem(omador
thei:wesﬁgationon'mesdn
Lajdlaw executive inforined the
district that three of the com-
“pany’s drivers had been placed
onJeave during the investigation
and that one of those drivers op-
-erated a route for the LA. dis-

trict, Brady said.

1208 COmbing recordsto, * - ments, Helmick sald. > --
+ Investigators examinin
déte.rmhelfoﬁi_cexs the fles of 300.%0 400 drivers
ce_tﬂhﬁed,mquahﬁﬁ i :nose appllcaﬁonst&woﬂu;:ln
% PP Po “.leave personslly handled, .Hel- °
HuB.-areadriversitl ¢ < ‘micksaid Hedid not identity the
p e

- !AsAngelesUmﬁedspokes- -

ting
nia Highway Patrol in its investi- .,

gation,” said Micheel D. Girtffus, ~

amorvieepresldmt.mthe
‘driver

Helmlckmdwneotherou
cers had been placed on leave

during the investigation, but °

‘were returned to duty when in-
‘vestigators found they had no
apparent involvement. Helmick
estimated the investigation

would conclude in 10 days .and .

said itsresults may be senttothe .

are licensed by the Departoent
of Motor Vehicles, school bus
drivers are licensed by the CHP
50 they can receive mare intense
testing and scrutiny. =

onge or two loyees.” That Jed
o eatons 1 et (o
veshgation.

Times staff ‘writer cura Mia
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port.
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